FEDERALTELEPHONES,
ONLY RECOMMENDED

purleson Report to Senate Fa-
sors Competition Then With
Telegraph Lines.

[NWISE TO BUY LATTER

Merging of Postal and Tele- |
phone Business Would Re- !
4 duce Rates, It Is Said.

gon, Jan. 31.<The .rnuml-I
revewed agitution in favor of
went monopoly of the telephone
wraph lines of the country wis |
when the Postmaster-tieneral |

and e
wid to-da
the Senate a report and recom-

ent o
:r latio responsga to a resolution
mtroduced by Settator Norris of Nebruska.
Ther contadn all the facts and figures on
which  the  Postmaster<-General  based
the statements n his recent report
in faver of Government ownership of |
these public utilities,

The report was compiled after careful
myestigation by Daniel €. Roger, First |
Astistant  Postmaster-General ;M. o)
Chance, chief clerk of the Department,
and J. €. Coons, superintenaent of the
divisions of =alaries and allowances,

While  the recommendacions  of
Burieson commission apparently
piate only the purchase by the Govern- |
ment of the telephone lines, the plan |
geems t0 be to have these lines equipped
also for telegraphle eervice and to enter’
imte competition with the existing tele-
’Il"h gervices of the country. {

The commission sSays

“The only way to afford to the people
the completa and modern postal facilitjes |
that the Constitution makes it the duty of |
the Government to provide i= to put into
effect the following recommendations .
hat Congress declare a public mo-
noj over all telegraph, telephone undl
mdlo communication and  such  other
gears for the transmission of Intelligence |
as may hereafter develop.

i Congress acquire by purchase at
d value the commerclal telephone
ork except the farmer linee

“That Congress authorize the Postmas-
tar-ieneral to issue in his discretion and
gnder guch regulations as he may pre-
peribe revocable licenses for the operation
by private Individuals, associations, com-
panies and corporations of the telegraph
serv.oe and such parts of the telephone
pervice nx may ‘not be mcquired by the
Government.”

the |
contem- |

Says United States Is Alone,

+ commission says that the United
Bates alone of the leading aountries of
the world has left to private enterprise
the ownership and operation of telephone
and telegraph facilities,

It 18 found, savs the commission, that
the telegraph plant of the United States
consigta of 247,000 miles of pole line,
earsyving about 1,800,000 miles of wire
The capitalizatio® of the land wires segre-
mied | estimated at §150,000.000. In-
cluling the ocean wires and submarine
cables the eapitalization probably would
amount to $220,000,000,

The commission complains that h"th‘
graph facilities have not been extended |
o small towns and villages along with!
the Giovernment postal facilities, nor has
the cost of service been reduced in the
inverse proportion “that would seem to
ba warranted by the increasing volume
of husiness transacted.”

Statisties show, the commission asserts,

that although the 'nited States out- |
ranks all other countries in postal trans-
Actions per capita in re 1o tel aphs |
is outranked Ly elght other countr.es
The commission complains that all the
important countries save the United

Rtates, Canada and Mexico have bound
themeselves by an international agreement
1o observe uniform regulations in the ad-
m nistration of thelr telegraph service,

“These regulations,” sgays the report,
“with a view to affording the people the
most efficlent service at the loweat cost
uire the use of the latest and bhest
fmyrovements in the telegraphic art and
preseribe the manner and method of re-
eelving, transmitting and delivering tele-
groms and the rate of tolls to be collected
The privately owned telegraph companies
of tha U'nited States, Canada and Mexico
to tha detriment of the people have re-
mained outsiders to these international
s and regulations.”

American Delegates Hindered,

The commission points out that at the
fnicrnational radio conference in London
In 1912 the delegates from the United
States slgned the treaty only with the
hun ting condition that as the telegraph
I ‘n the ['nited States were owned by
prvate companles this country must ab-
et from  all regulations concerning
ta: s

The ura of the telephone in all walks
of ‘e is steadlly increasing, while the
wee of the telegraph s relatively station-
" 111 therefore decreasing, says the
ennmisalon,

Telvgraph companles,” eayvs the re-

iave already lost for the most part
rt distance business owing to the
probably will lose much of the
it of the toll telephone service
husiness when the toll rates
ne adjusted on a cost basla"

» report savs that this condition was
urdoubtedly  fopeseen by the telegraph
eonpanies mevernl years ago.  Mr. Burle-
s commission says that before the ac-
Qusition of the Western [Union company
b the American Telephone and Tele-
Company the former contemplated
my ments wherehy  the  telephone
would be added to the telegraph service,

“I'his atutitude on the part of the West-
*r U'nlon company,” says the report,
was mn underlving reason why its prop-
0 was wequired by the Bell interests”

Th smmission holds that the acquisi-
ton of the telegraph service of the coun-
try i1 necessitate taking over the
Quniicata plants of the two hig telegraph
eom; es with their duplicate expenses
of mulntenance, whereag one could be
Wiade 1o serva the snme territory. It is
ended also that the entire plants of

e two companies would be inadequate
for the purpose of the (lovernment be-
L facilitivm have been extended
profitable territory.

“

)
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Eatimntes on the Cost,

on estimates that it would
rnment at least $75,000,000

erimpose the telephone feature on
Cprosent telegraph sy stems. When this
ted o the estimated value of the
ruphie land lines the total cost would

b, (N,
amtnission emtimates that this s
$2 000000 in excess of the value of the
i i long  distunee  telephone
while
cvetemn for telegraphing would

141 neligible,
- View

of the foregouing,' says the
# part t # the opinlon of your com-
thu! it would be unwise from a

clal #tundpoint for the Government
re thie telegraph systems of the

# commission contends that if the
undl postal gervices of the couns
v mwerged and opersted under
cenment control it would be feasible
ratsfer a large number of the tele-
Vi attioes ta post office bulldings and
! voieduce the aggregate expense
Nalle There would also be .a re-
i the total number of employees
i

“There 1 no doubt,' says the report,

Tat e tpstitutional eflelency of the
telng e and telegraph serviees in this
‘ountiy would be lucreased by Govern-

| capitalizntion

1 Nion,

such a system could not be conducted ef-

the expense of m|u|pp|nu|

:';:“' ownership,  Statistica show that in

: United Stutes compared with other
countries the number of teleplione calls

ber employee is relatively low, whila
number of 1nail Der B

relatively high.

“T'he
feature on the telephone service might ha
’R'rull“ll")' brought about st small Ccosi, |
_Ilu- long distance lines of the American
Felephone and Telegraph Company can
be and In some instances actually ara
used for telegraphy simultancously with
telephondng,

“There is no reason why the toll lines
?llmlhl not be utilized in the same way.
Fhe  addition of the telegraph  feature
in the interurban telephone Hystem of the
country would much more than duplicato |
existing commereinl telegraph systems, |

According to the estimate of the com-
mission, the total capitulization of tho!
long distance and toll lines reprosents ap-
proximately  $200,000,000 and the total
of the entire commercial
telephone network approximateiv §000,-
000,000, '

“The cost to the Government,” says the
report, “would be less than the apprafsed
value, since it would be undesirable for
the Governmoent to purchase the real es-
tate holdings, such as exchanges and
offce bulldings™

The commission holds that it would not
be necessary to earry through the entire
transaction of acquiring the telephone
lines at one time, as there are about
3000 companies or distinet legal pro-
prietorships.  The payment might be dis-
tributed through a period of several years

“It is not believed,” says the commis-
“that any serious difficulty would
be encountered in financing the proposi-
tion, as the extinction of the securitieg
of the superseded companies by (iovern-
ment acquisition would be likely to create
a demand for an equal amount of other
securities and it would be but natural
that a large amount of the bonds issued
from time o thime by the Government
would be purchased by the former holders
of telephone securities'

VAIL SEES PLAN'S FAILURE.

Says He Doesn’t Expeot Government |

to Take Over Lines.

Theodore N, Vail, president of the
American Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany, commenting for Tne SN last night
on the use of his statement that the tele-
phone “must be under common control”
in Postmaster-General Burleson's report
recommending  Government  control  of
telegraph and telephone lines, said:

“My statement that the telephone busi-
ness must be ‘under common control and
sufficiently strong to constitute prac-
tically one system, Intercommunieating,
interdependent, universal,’ is not at all
an argument for Government ownership.

“It is true that there must be one big
system, ®o that every man can reach every
other man, but Government control of

ficiently. The frequent changes of ad-
minstration would produce disorganiza-
tion in the conduct of the business,

“If the Government could operate the
svstem with the same efficlency as a pri-
vate concern does that would be another
thing., but it cannot, and 1 don't helleve
it will ever attempt to do so.”

CALLS ANTI-TRUST BILLS
REYOLUTION BREEDERS

Representative Levy Says Such
Legitlation Started French
Revolution.

.

WasHIinGgTOoN, Jan. 31.—Declaring that
the French Revolution came from “‘such
obnoxious and drastic legisiation” as is

now proposcid in the Administration’s anti- |
trust programme Representative Levy of |

New York, a Democerat and eandidate for
the ted States Senate, told the House
Judiciary Committee to-day that the Sher-
man law “has been the cause of panie

und disaster to the entire country.”

“It is astounding,” said Mr. Levy, “that
intelligent men should for one moment
propose or agitate more drastic legislation
than the present Sherman law, It has
interfered with commerce and retarded
our advancement and progress by twenty
years "

Mr. Levy criticised [Legislatures for
“thelr desire to pander to the violent de-
mands of socialism, of communism, and
pass lawsg not based on reason.” He then
prialsed the Supreme Court's “rule of rea-
son."

Chalrman Adamson of ths House In-
terstate Commerce Committee said to-day
that he purposed to give hearings next
Saturday on the trade commission bill
and begin the following week on the bill
for the regulation of railrond securities
by the Interstate Commerce Commission,

Seth Low, ex-Mayor of New York, tele-
graphed to Adamson to-day that he will
testify on thé trade commission measure,

The Senate Committee on Interstate
Commerce had another meeting to-day on
the bill to create an interstate trade com-
nitssion, ‘The hill probably will be re-
ported to the Senate next week without
material modification. The other trust
bills will he considered in the committes
for quite a while,

HAYTI MAY BE LET ALONE.

Bryan Likely to Let Revolutionist
Leader Become President,

Wagninaron, Jan, 31,—There were in-
dications to-day that BSecretary Hryan
may permit the establishment of a revo-
Jutionist Government in Haytl, with the
leader of the rebels forces as its Presi-
dent, A despatch was made public at
the State Department saying that Sen-
ator Theodore seemed to be the strong-
est candidate and the man with a large
following both in the north and in the
capital, Senator Theodore i the leader
of the rebelllon and the man who pre-
cipituted the collapse of the (iovernment
and the flight of President Oreste,

Mr. Bryan sald to-day that no acrion
had been taken in the Haytian situation
by the United States In regard to the
establishment of a new Government in
accordance with the principles contained
in President Wilson's declaration of
policy.

The situation in Port au Prince Is sald
to be confused and threatening. A com-
mittee of safety was organized among
the Diplomatic Corps but has been de-
fled in Its endeavor to remove from office
a local military commander.

The people of Port au Prince are al-
ready complaining atout the landing of
marines and are placing the blame on the
United States because it has  landed
more than the CGerman cruiser has and
is supposed to be the most influential
Government in Haytlan affairs. The
Germans are escaping all eriticlem for
tuking the same action and at the same
time are exerting a very powerful In-
fluence on the situation, German busi-
ness and financial interesta in Haytl are
very large and the relations betwean the
(lerman Interests and the Haytian Gov-
ernment huve been Always very closs.

DIES IN 3BOOIKI!.-YNVBTBEET CAR.

Johmn H. Comba, T8, Passes Away
suddenly on llis Way to Hin Home,

H. Combs, who was 78 years old
mn.('l“l:.::rd to lve in Oakland, Cual, I;“Fd
suddenly on a Gutes avenue car at Flat-
bush avenue and Fulton street, Hrook-
lyn, last night. He was on his way to his
home @t 240 Quiney ntreet.

Mr. Combs was treasurer and general
manager of the Enterprise Mining Ma-
chinery Company at 27 Court street,
|lruukis'n. Vrom letters in his pocket it
was found that he had a wife living in
vakland and was @& member of the

. A R o

Pleces per eniployea Is FOR U
Superimposing of the h-lem'uphl v

5. WIRE LINES

Congressman Lewis Says Nation
Could Also Give Better
Service,

“SOCIALISM,” IS

REPLY

Samuel L. Powers Defends Pri-
vate Enterprise Before
Republiean Club,

An unusually large attendance marked
the Saturday discussion at the Republi-
can Club, on West Fortleth street, yvester-
day because of wide interest in the sub-
Jeot announced, “Should the Federal Gov-
ernment Add the Telegraph and Tele-
phone Business to the P'ost Office Depart-
ment 7'

A LI is now before Congresa to carry
the proposition into effect, and Congress-
man David J. Lewis of Maryland, the
father of the proposed law, was the first
speaker,

“The important matter In connectlon
with the postalization of the telephone
and the telegraph,” s=aid Mr, Lewls, “is
that the rates as a whole should be lower
to the public as n whole under the Gov-
ernment ownership service, otherwise tha
argument falls. Even if private persons
possessed an abgolute monopoly, vet they
must fall to render the greatest public
service because the publle service motive
would be absent. They would naturally
conduet the monopoly with the ohject of
profit, and usually the higher the price
ch ed the greater the profit.

To lustrate this the Chicago and Mil-
waukee Telephone Company for many |
vears charged a rate of 15 cents for ten |
words, After the American Telephone
amnd Telegraph Company secured control
of this lesser company the rates were |
ralzed to 205 centa, :

“In three years the volume of llu!l!laili
fell from 103,248 words to 7,680, |

“Hy this transaction the Bell Company
galned the saluries of two operntors and
two messengers, whom it was able to dis«
charge, by reducing the service to the
public by one-half,

“Such was and is the rule of private
financiering. Under postal control and
the public service motive the 15 cent rate
while It paid expenses .u‘ul it did—
would have remained. There I8 no such

motive unless the public or the postal
system 18 {tself the owner
Contradicts Efficiency Plea.

"There I8 a widespread conviction that
public operation is inefficlent. Doubtless
this is true in 2gome Kinds of emplovment
Hut there is an exception. Such, for
example, I8 the rural and clty oarrier
with his scheduled route and deliveries,
and #o I8 alimost the whole postal system
Bo too would be the work of the tele-
graph and telephone syvstems. !

“The relatively prohibitive rates of the |
Bell system have relegated the services to!
a comparatively small volume of activity,
whereas the low rates In Norway have |
enlarged the volume of busine ss In Nor-|
way the Governmept controls the busi- |
ness, as 1t does in New Zealand and in |
most of Kurope. In New Zeauland the|
rate 9 12 cents, half of the rates in this |
country, whereas that country Is equiva- |
lent to one Ntate here.  They have v-ll{h!;
telegrams to 100 per capita there. In the |
United States the proportion is 1 1-10 per
cent,

“With the single excention of Japan our
postal rates are the lowest among all
countries, and thesa rates are now paying |
more than the ¢ of the service, For!
telephone and telegranh service the rates
here are the highest in the world and the |
eMulency s the

|
Argument on Other Slde.
Ramuel l.
member of C
arguments of vesman Lewlia
“There are other questinnz *han rates
and efliciency 1w he consldered,” he gald.
“Is 1t wise to extend the fundtions of our |
Government from its present linitation?|
Can the Government give as good a ser-'
viee an a private corporation? We havel
a Government fitted to preserve law .n‘.tl1
order and allow liberty to the individual. |
The individual Is the chlef conslderation |
This country has gone ahead by leaps and |
bounds under our old system of govern-
ment, It was an American that developed
the telephone and the telegraph and hun- |
dreds of millions of capital of our cltlzens |
are invested In the business |
“It {8 trus that the motive s selfish !
when a man invests his money: he wants |

Powers of Boston, fu:lln"t‘l

ongress, controverted the |

a profit But take away the profit and!
where {8 the Incentlve to Invest or tol
work? Progress then ceases,  We have !

tried the old system of government and
prospered under it. Shall we try the,
socialistic when no one can foretell the
outeome? !

“It {8 hard to tell by figures about the |
relutive cogt of the telephone service in!
this country as compared with I':\Ilulvl'.i
I could prove Loth ways by figures | have
here, and the figures are relinble” |

11, 3. Hubbell of Buffalo, president of
the Independent System of Ameriean Tele-
phones, also made an address against the
proposed law

PUT ON YOUR 1914 TAGS TO-DAY!

Autoists Without Them Will Be Ar-
rented Outslde of Siate,

Col. Edward 8 Corpell, secretary of the
National Highway Protective SBociety, Is-
sued a warning yesterday to automobil-
jsta who may think of golng into New
Jarsey or Connecticut to-day without their
1914 tags that they are liable to arrest
deepite the recommendation of Secretary
of State Mitchell May to the police
throughout the State to Le lenient with
cars still showing the 1913 tags, ¢

“Under the law,” said Col. Cornell, “the
tags for the year must he on the cars by
February 1. ‘That law eannot be changed
except by the Legislature I have been
informed by Albert Phillips, S8ecretary of
Brate of Connecticut, that he has (ssued
directions to tha pollee throughout the
State to arrest drivers of cars bearing
the 1918 tag If the chauffeurs do not have
their llcenses for 1014,

“I am informed that there will be the
same strictness in New Jersey. In both
those Rtates the law requires the driver
of the car to have a license'

Store Opens
at 9 A. M.
Closes
at 6 P. M.

Lord & Taylor

Founded 1826

—_—

Police Commisgioner MeKuay Issued an
order yesterday to all
foree to honor 1913 automoblle
until turther notice, The order wans |8-

Mitchell May, who

STERRY LEAVES WIFE NOTHING.
All But .ﬂ.ﬂ“‘l;-ﬂ'- ;;.0"“,000 Estate

Goes to Nrother,

New Brusswicr, N J, Jan. 31, —The
will of Jumes Weaver Hterry, who died
Junuary 2 In Metuchon, glves all the es-
tate of about $1,000,000, with the exceps
tion of & beguest of $5,000, to Bterry's
brother, Willlun De Wit Sterry of Ho-
selle,  The §5,000 is left to Sterry's
cousin, Harriet ¥terry Park of New York,

A few months before Bterry died s
wife, Mrs, Elizabeth Stivers Sterry of
New York, brought suit for separation
before SBupreme Court Justice Newhurger
of New York charging desertion and
eruelty, Mr. Sterry defeated the action
hy setting up that Mrs, Sterry was not his
legal wife,

n May 18,
brothers, George W

1906, one of Mr. Bterry's
Kterry, Jr., shot and

killed him futher and then killed himeelf
in the offices of Weaver & Sterry, 9 Pine
street, New York, ‘

memhers of the |
leennes |

sued at the request of Secretary of State |
gald that the Secre- |
tary of State's office was unable to sup- |
ply the tags under the time limit. I

T
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25000 Yards
Fancy Silks

40 inches wide, in about fifty dif-
ferent styles, including solid
colors and two-toned effects in
crepe-de-chine and moire broche;
also solid black or white broche,
and a good selection of fancy eve-
ning silks, etc. Regular prices
$3.50 to $5.50 per yard........

Imported Dress Plushes

n all the desirable colors.
Regularly $5.50 per yard

1200 Yards .
Fine Pongee Dress Silks

(Natural color only), 36 inches
wide. Regularly $1.75 per yard '

- $2.95

78¢

- $1.95 |

\

|

Annual February Sale and Removal Clearance

S150,000 Worth of Dress Silks

At V5 Former Prices and Less

Goods intended for the New Store and many high class Silks from regular stock comprise this remark-
able offering. - The determination to close out entirely all stocks before moving, including shipments of
Silks which have just come to hand, at an average of half their market value, is an event of compelling

Lovely Crepe-de-Chines & Moire Brocke,
Foulards, Dress Plushes, Velvets, Etc.

Some Examples of Th

ese Great Values:

2500 Yards
Foulard Silks

40 inches wide, in allover and |

bordered effects.

Regularly $2.00 to $3.00 per yard

1000 Yards
Fancy Silks

In an extensive range of evening i. 956

colors.

Regularly $1.50 to $2.00 per yard |
Lyens Fancy Velvets |

The balance of our importations i
all fresh, new goods. 1
Regularly $12.50 to $19.50 per |

vard.

95¢

$5.95

Advance Showing of
New & Attractive Spring Models in

House Gowns & Negligees

$12.75 to $110.00—prices according to materials.

Special Values for Monday
Crepe-de-Chine plisse slip, attached plisse coat |
of chiffon or crepe-de-chine, wide soft shadow . J7&. 75
lace trimmed. .............. dredl'
Crepe-de-Chine plisse slip, hand embroide - o
mnt'::.d cream lacrr,e and naptin ribbon trimmed.. | $r /I
Crepe-de-Chine, new two-piece model, plisse | >
slip lace trimmed, crepe-de-chine coatee...... | B1 e lYy
Crepe-de-Chine, very attractive two-piece model "
with latest plisse slip, lace coatee trimmed S Q.50

$4.95

with crepe-de-chine and satin ribbon.. .. ..
Crepe-de-Chine slip-on, hemstitched finish. ... }

Imported India Silk Pullman Gown
Hand embroidered sleeves, ket, around neck A
and down front poc .......... } 31")'/‘7
Albatross House Goun

New drop shoulders, deep rolling collar and |
cuffs of white lawn, featherrstitched.. R J

$5.95

Exceptional Values Offered in
House Dresses

Crash Linen, coat effect of stri crash linen. a
p'Ed\t'azulue 310.00} $‘l 93

Striped Percale, round neck, in blue and white | _
and gray and white stripes, trimmed with con- 37,50
trasting colors. Value $2.00 '

Maids' Dresses
Striped Percale, high neck.........o.oocvvvvvnn L.

Figured Percale, square neck..................... by f,2
Checked Percale, square neck. ....................

Annual February
Furniture Sale

(in connection with Final Removal Sales)

Entire Stock Greatly Reduced
A Specimen Value

][- $200.00

Inlaid Sheraton
Dining Room Suite
10 pieces.

Value $300.00

rd

This beautiful suite is made of solid mahogany except. the bent
door frames and drawers. The table has a 50-inch top and
8-foot extension, legs framed in the rim, One of the best
values in the February Sale.

Early Showing of—,
W omen’s New Suits
for Spring 1914

High Class Suits for immediate wear, reproductions

of the best foreign models, fashioned of the smartest
materials for the coming season.

Ezxceptional values, on
of removal, at prices ranging from

$25.00 to $100.00

account

—Final Removal Sales ——
I omen’s Gloves

1 Clasp Tan Cape Gloves

1 Clasp Grey Mocha Gloves

2 Clasp White Glace Pique (loves
Embroidered in black and white. . ..

12 Button Black & White Glace Glores
... Value $2.25
16 Button White Doeskin Gloves

Overseam.. . ..

TR

20 Button

White Doeskin Gloves

Value $1.50 g5¢
Value $1.50 L 95¢

‘l S1.ro
Value $1.50 '

$1.65
$2.95
$3.25

Value $3.50
Value $3.756

—Final Removal Sales
Women’s Fur Coats
Mufls and Scarfs

T
Fitch

Fur Coats

Seal-dyed Muskrat Coats
Mole Coney Coats
Caracul Coats

Seal-dyed Coney Coals
Blended Squirrel Coats
Persian Lamb Coats

Black Pony Coats

$po.oo
$62.50

Value $125.00 |
Value $125.00 '
J$55.00

B52.50

Value $75.00 |
Value $72.50 '
Value $175.00 | $770.00
Value $225.00 | $765.00

Value $42.50 29.50

Muffs and Scarfs

sasaiiasens 0D, .
cesesssssssensses$25.00..
Natural Raccoon .......c......878.50..
Black Raccoon ..........e.....877.50.
Black Fox .......ccic000neeni . 877.50....877.50
Silver Kitt FoX......ce0eee00..827.50....877.50
Blue Wolf ....o0ceos00ssnness $I4.80..4
Red Fox......

Mufys. Scarfs,

-B719.50
. $9.50
-$74.50
-$73.50

Br2.50

cesierrinesenss B73.50....872.50

Large Reductions Have Been Made in the Prices of
Model Fur Coats and Fur Novelty Sets

Broadway & 20th St.

5th Ave.: 19th St.
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